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The Design of L earning via Environment in the

General Course of Religion Studies:
A Tour of Sacred Shrines

Chen, Yun Shing

Associate Professor,
General Education Center, Chao-Yang University of Technology

Abstract

Humans are religious animal. Not only does the religious performance afford
providing the mental comfort for human’s minds, but it also directs people the right
way to cultivate their spirits. Briefly this article attempts to bring out the basic and
conceptual idea of the course, “Religion and Life”, which has been given
instruction by the author in CYUT. And as a potential curriculum within this course,
it turns out of a fundamental gravity for students to have an experience of visiting

those religious or sacred shrines; that is, according to the instructor’s design,
students need to be required to immerse themselves in certain religious
surroundings, such as temples, churches, mosques and worshipping halls, in order
to gather the firsthand data for understanding and discussion in groups. Therefore, it
also means to fit the goal that students are able to learn from empirical and lively
conditions while taking courses provided by the Genera Education Center in

* In the symposium of the “Meaning and Practice of General Education—An Example of Life Education”
sponsored by the General Education Center of CY UT, this thesis has been issued with its origina title, The
Design of Environment Education in Religious Studies and Courses. And obviously what are presented here
has been dightly modified by the author.

164



7R AR B R

universities.

And furthermore, this course intends to step forward to the nature of religion by
the way of life education and philosophy approaches; namely, students have to put
their attention to the correlations between religious beliefs and life nature as they
are taking care of the analysis of those specific preaches and reflecting certain
phenomenon of religious performance. Besides exploring scheduled instructions
weekly, students particularly need to concentrate themselves on developing the
experience of religious life and the review of life nature.

Keywords: Religion, Life Nature, L earning via Environment
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