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A Discussion of the Foundation of

the Educational 1deals of Wilhelm von Humboldt

Wolfgang Schwabe

Post-Doc Researcher
Humanities Research Center, National Science Council

Abstract

The educational ideas of Wilhelm von Humboldt still form the basis of our
system of higher education. But to understand these idea we have to go back to the
philosopher Humboldt and consider his notions on education in the framework of
his time. This paper has three parts: In the first part Humboldt own ideas on
education will be expounded. Specia attention will be given to the relationship
between genera education and personal self cultivation in Humboldt’s thought. In
the second part the ideas of three thinkers contemporary to Humboldt Schiller,
Fichte and Schleiermacher will be treated in order to put Humboldt’s educational
ideals into context. In the third part three contemporary positions on education that
further develop Humboldt’s ideals will be introduced. The paper ends with some
random thoughts on education in Taiwan.

Key words. Humboldt, Education, Self-Cultivation
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