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1. a: to provide schooling for
b: to train by formal instruction and supervised practice especially in a skill,
trade, or profession
2. a: to develop mentally, morally, or aesthetically especially by instruction
b: to provide with information

3. to persuade or condition to feel, believe, or act in a desired way °
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Culture, Tradition, and General Education

Keng, Hui-Ling

Professor, General Education Center, Chaoyang University of Technology

Abstract

General Education is essentially correlated with the function and purpose
of education. The contemporary concept of general education originated from
the Western concept of Liberal Education and General Education, both of
which are sets of ideals and practices developed historically in Western
societies. Whichever the name, their influence on Western education is
profound. These ideas originated from the Septem Artes Liberales in the
Middle Ages, and has influenced important contemporary American
educational institutions. In recent years, Taiwan put much effort in promoting
general education, and has often considered the general education program at
Harvard University as the paradigm of university-level general education. Yet,
while the general education program at Harvard University is based on the
seven arts in principle, it is itself a historical product, one that changes
according to the spatio-temporal changes of the U.S. Similarly, when
Taiwanese institutions wish to apply western concepts of general education to
Taiwanese university education programs, they should also be aware of their
own Chinese tradition in education, and develop a general education program
that is suitable for Taiwanese socio-cultural environment.

The Chinese tradition of education sprang from an agricultural civilization,
and has been systematically incorporated with Confucianism during the Han
Dynasty, when Han emperor Wu promoted Confucianism as the principle
doctrine for the empire. A typical program of Confucianism training aims at
producing literati leaders with general skills. How to modernize this type of
program should be the primary concern for current general education

programs.

Keywords: General Education, Seven Arts (Septem Artes Liberales), Six
Arts (Liu Yi), Culture, Tradition
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