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The First Research to the Shou-Lawsin Ch’in-Han Dynasty

Chen, Choung-L ong

Assistant Professor, General Education Center, Chaoyang University of Technology

Abstract

There are three types of kinfolks which are implicated by law in the
Han Dynasty, one is the “yi-sha-zu” % = *z, another is the “zu-zhu” *%
#, the last is the “shou-nu” 4T ¥. These types are totally different in
their contents. The characteristics of the shou-nu which implicated
families are not widespread as the “yi-sna-zu”, and it only restricted in
the criminal’s wife and children but not the whole family. Moreover, the
criminal won’t put to death in every case, but between “wan-cheng-dan”
= #% L and “gui-xin” % #F to the death. The implication to the wife and
children are not like the “yi-sna-zu” which would be killed, and also
not like the “zu-jia” which would be move to the frontier, but confiscated
by the government.

It was unable to know when the “shou-nu” began, but it was definitely
that the “shou-nu” was never used after the Emperor Wen abolished it.
Only in Wei-Jin period, the “shou-nu” appeared in some laws but in

different forms. And was believed that it was a stern law .
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