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On the New Hermaneutical Neo-Confucianism
in View of Chou Dun-Yi’s “Cheng”

Liu, Cheng-Wei
Assistant Professor, The General Education Center, ChaoYang University of Technology

Abstract

Neo-Confucianism purposed to persist Pre-Chin’s Confucianism, but it
differs from Pre-Chin’s in many concepts and ways of thinking, e.g. Chou
Dun-Yi’s “Cheng”. In Pre-Chin’s Confucian texts such as Mencius or
Doctrine of the Mean(* 7 ), Cheng means “true and not mendacious”.
As an adjective, it pictures only some aspects of Tian-Dao(* if ), but not
equivalent to it. And it is also one aspect of human practice that he should
act as truly as Tian-Dao. But Chou Dun-Yi Developed the thought in
Commentaries on The Book of Changes(* %), identified the universe
with the truth, so “Tian-Dao” with “Cheng”, then labeled it “the supreme
good”— a value-term. Human beings are originally true and good (since
they are constituents of the universe), but evil crises from slight wicked
aspects in human mind. All human efforts should aim at going back to the
good origin, that is, “holding the Cheng”(7F #%).To sum up, Pre-Chin’s
Confucianism exclusively focused on how to establish human practice,
but Neo-Confucianism payed attention to the whole order of the universe,
arranging the location of person in the universe. This new atmosphere

began since Chou Dun-Yi.

Keyterm : Cheng, Chou Dun-Yi, Neo-Confucianism, Pre-Chin’s

Confucianism, Doctrine of the Mean
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