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The Funeral Custom of Taiwan by “Seven Days in
Heaven”

Chu, Hsin-Yi
Assistant Professor, Department of Applied Chinese, Shih Chien University

Abstract

The funeral ceremony presents the spirit of Confucianism. But because
of the taboo of death, most writers won’t take the funeral ceremony as a
writing topic. Miss Liu has no fear to offend the taboo. She recalled the
detail of her father’s funeral ceremony in order to comforts the grief.

In the essay of “Seven Days in Heaven”, we can learn the process of
Taiwan’s funeral ceremony. Such as call the dead person’s name to show
the way home, change the clothes for the dead person, to fever paper
money for the dead person, to stand night, to ask the water, to welcome
the coffin and so on.

This article take Liu’s essay as the object of study, explains the
connotation and the origin of tradition funeral custom. Try to discover the

changing in Taiwan today.

Keywords: Seven Days in Heaven, Funeral Ceremony, Taiwan Custom
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