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Equal Rightsand Sun Yat-Sen Thought

Mao, Han-Kuang
Honorary Professor, National Chung-Cheng University

Abstract

While the evolutionary course of human historyc@mplex, the
direction has been towards elevating the worthhef human being.
Since the French Revolution, human rights emerged ainiversal
value, with Liberty and Equality as its core consepthe Late-Qing
Dynasty revolutionary Sun Yat-Sen preached equaliy liberty, and
the slogan of human rights was a constant therhésiproposals. This
paper compares and evaluates the rights of equalityforth by Sun,
Rousseau, Engels and Rawls.

Rousseau proposed that there are two types qguatigy: natural
inequality and ethical inequality. The latter isisad by the appearance
of private property, which would cause redistribatinequality, and
aggravate natural inequality. Sun Yat-Sen’s theofyequality only
takes the political aspect, with political reforra #s only goal. His
explanations regarding the concept of equality otdpds toward
political civil rights, and ignores social, econ@naind cultural aspects
of inequality.

Engels proposed three divisions of labor to exphaiw divisions of
labor strengthened productivity, but caused in@easgealth inequality.
Extreme wealth inequality became a problem after ithdustrial
revolution. The importance of the theory of eqyatitus became of
importance. Sun Yat-Sen’s theory of equality igaoEagel’'s analysis
of the three divisions of labor, and only considetke methods of
distribution in the pre-industrial, agriculturalcsety. Sun attempts to
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improve methods such as collective farming and lediséribution of
land, but these improved methods could only provatert term
remedies instead of long term solutions. His potitgqual distribution
of land demonstrates equalitarianism, which lirthes fulfillment of the
individual potential, and hence not true equality.

Sun Yat-Sen’s civil rights principle preachesiétrequality,” which is
indeed a core concept of equality. Yet, true etqudibes not mean that
everyone’s achievements and rewards are the same.efuality lies
in protecting basic right of survival, providingsestial education and
healthcare, allow individuals to fulfill their patgals, more reward for
more work.

Keyword: Rightsof Equality, Sun Yat-Sen, Human Rights
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